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Duke of Richmond Lenor, and age 

Lord Hi * Steward of the City of Ma 
T O0 


GEORGE LUXFORD, By; 
High Sheriff of the GY of Suſſex, 


AND TO 

Sir John Miller, Bart. 4 Thomas Phipps, ? 
Sir Matthew Featherſton Haugh, William M itford, | 

Bart. © James Goble, 
Sir Thomas Ridge, Knt. John Cheale, [ 
John Page, I | William Leeves, ” 
George Bramſton, | ; Richard Naſh, AR 
William Battine Thomas Fowler, | 
John Wicker, William Peckham, 
Edward Tredcroft, * . | Walter Bartelot, | 
William Wicker, Eſqrs. John Holliſt, 
Samuel Blunt, Francis Peachey, 
William Poole, A 24 John Laker, Cana 
Peckham Willams, | | William Neachey, , 
Tho. Betteſworth Bilſon, John Pay, 7 


Gentlemen of the Grand- Jury. 


My Lord and Gentlemen, 
HE Approbation you were pleaſed to expreſs 


of the enſuing Sermon, at the Time it was 
delivered, and your unanimous Requeſt that it might 


A 2 | appear 
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appear in a more publick Manner, are the Reaſons 
that have induced me, much againſt my own Inclina- 
tion, to puhliſh ſo imperfect a Diſcoufſe. It would 
be extreme Preſumption in me, to entertain a 
Thought of its meeting with the ſame favourable 
Acceptance from the World, that it had from 
You; all that L. can hope for is, that it may find 
Shelter under your Protection: Permit me, there- 
fore, to inſcribe it to your Names, and to aſſure 
you that I am, with great Regard, 


My LORD, 
and 
GENTLEMEN, 
Vour moſt Obedient, and: 


moſt Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM ASHBURNHAM. 
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JOB xxix. 14, 15, 16. 


I put on Righteouſ? net and it cloathed 
me, my Fudgment was as a Robe 
and a Diadem. 


I was E yes unto the Blind, and Feet 
ag to the Lame. 


I was a Pather to the Poor, owl the 


Cauſe, which I knew not, I ſearch- 
ed out. 


T XHAT Jo was a Perſon of great 
Eminence both for his Birth and 
Station, that he had the ſupreme 
Rule and Government, or was at leaſt a 
principal Magiſtrate of the. Place he dwelt 
in, appears plainly from this Cha pter, whence 
the Text is taken. hen I came in Preſence, 
lays he, the young Men jaw me, and hid 
themſelues, and the aged aroſe and. hood up; 
the Princes refrained talking, and the Mobles 
held their Peace; I ſat as Chief, and dwelt 
as. a King in the Army, and all Men gave 
Attention: 
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Attention to my Words, and kept Silence at 


my Counſel. 


But whatever was the particular State of 
this illuſtrious Perſon, whether he was in- 
veſted with the ſupreme Power itſelf, . or 
acted only by Commiſſion under it, this is 
certain, that the Integrity of his Conduct is 
a Pattern worthy. the Imitation, and was re- 
corded doubtleſs that it might be imitated by 
thoſe, who ſhould in After-ages be honoured 
with the like Employment, and fill the ſame 
high Office with himſelf. I put on Righ- 
teouſneſs and it cloathed me, my Judgment 
was as a Robe and a Diadem. Expreſſing the 
great Love he had to Juſtice, and the Plea- 
ture he took in exerciſing Judgment; that 


what a Robe, and a Diadem, was uſually to 


other Men, that the doing Juſtice and Judg- 
ment was to Him ; the great Obje& of his 
whole Deſire, the Thing he principally placed 


his Glory and Delight in. For that we are 


thus to underſtand the Metaphor in the Text, 
is plain from a like Expreſſion made uſe of 


by the royal Prophet, who, ſpeaking of the 


Wicked, ſays, that he cloathed himſelf with 
Cur fing hke a Garment : which Expreſſion 


in the Verſe immediately ſucceeding he ex- 


plains 
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plains by telling us, that his Delight was in 
Cur ing. So that what we are here to un- 
derſtand of Job is, that his greateſt Satisfac- 
tion and Delight was to adminiſter Juſtice 
righteouſly; that his Senſe of true Honour, 
was not that which reflected from theſe ex- 
ternal Marks of Dignity and State, but which 
ſprang from thoſe Virtues, of which theſe 
were bit the outward Signs. He put on 
Righteouſneſs as a Garment, and cloathed 
himſelf with Judgment, ar with 4 Robe and 

a Diadem. 

The Things then, which ml offer 


themſelves to our Conſideration from the 
Words before us, are theſe three, 


Firſt, The Duties, which this great Exam- 
ple repreſents to us, and which more imme- 
diately belong to Magiſtrates, and thoſe who 
are inveſted with publick Authority. 

Secondly, How great a Bleſſing every good 
Magiſtrate "muſt be to the State, and Com- 
munity, whereunto he belongs. And 

Thirdly, The perſonal Reſpe& and Reve- 
rence, with which he ought to be treated 
upon that Account. 

The firſt then of thoſe Duties to which 
we are led by this great nn, is that of 

doing 
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doing Jo and Judgment with Zeal and 
Chearfulneſs . Now Tuſtice is a Virtue 
that not only in the common Conſideration 
of it is, as every other Virtue is, honourable 
in itſelf, and much to be defired for it's own 
Sake ; but it is a Virtue ſo peculiarly neceſ- 
ſary for human Society, that it is ſcarce con- 
* how any Society can ſubſiſt without 

: For the Want of ' Juſtice, if it deſtroys 
oa the very Foundations of Society, at leaſt 
it deprives us of all the Advantages of it, and 
renders ſuch political Eſtabliſhments at beſt 
but uſeleſs and undeſirable Things. A State 
of Solitude would give more Comfort and 
Security, than ſuch a State, where the juſt 
Claims of Society are defeated by cruel and 
unrighteous Men, and Oppreſſions permitted 
with Impunity ; But where Juſtice is, there 
the Diligent and Induſtrious proſper, and the 
Innocent dwell ſafely. And therefore the 
great Creator of Mankind, who made - them 
for a ſocial Life, has ſtamped upon their 
Hearts this moſt neceſſary of all ſocial Virtues, 
and made it the indiſpenſable Law of their 
| Natures, that they ſhould do 10 others, as 
k they wou'd have others do 0 them. And 
1 was this Law bot univerſally and duly kept, 
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it Gul not fail to promote the dpi 
by it's Tendency to preſerve the Order of the 
World: It bindeth up every Hand from 
doing Violence, and every Heart from forg- 
ing Deceit ; and guards the common Safety 
of Mankind with this ſtrict Command, that 
we render to all their Due, Cuſtom to "whon: 
Cuſtom, Honour to whom H onour, Fear ro 
whom Fear. 

Nor let us be ſo deceived, as to think that 
our own private Intereft is not equally con- 
cerned herein, with that of the Publick : 
For the Good of particular Perſons can. m 
io Society be diftinguiſhed from the general 
Good, but- 1s 1 8 and unavoid ah, in- 
lad in it. So that if we wilfully connive 
at, if we ſuffer, or neglect to corre Abuſes 
in the Publick, we do what in us lies to 
leſſen our own Security, and inſenſibly 
promote the Ruin of our private Intereſt and 
Proſperity. 

So much Reaſon have we to eſteem, and 
to endeavour to ſecure the Practice of this 
beſt of Virtues, if we reſpect only the Thing 
itſelf, and the Benefits thence reſulting to 
outſdves; either fingly conſidered, or in 8o- 
ciety, But it is by the righteous and —_ 
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1 Exerciſe hereof, that God N is a 


effectually glorified by us: For then only 
we can in any Senſe be ſaid to promote the 
Glory, when we ftrive to imitate the Excel- 
lencies of God; and juſtice being one of the 
rincipal of thoſe moral Excellencies, which 
55 has propounded to us as a Pattern for 
our Imitation, we do then in an eminent 
manner give him the Honour due unto his 
Name, when we : ſtudy to be like him in 
this Perfection of his Nature: when they 
particularly, who are his Miniſters for this 
very Thing, that is, for the Execution of 
Juſtice, endeavour to reſemble him, whoſe 
Miniſters they, arc, in being Juſt even as h 
. 5 ther Inſtance which Job here gives us 
of his own Integrity, and wherein He has ſet 
us an Example, that we ſhould follow his 


Steps, is his Forwardneſs to give Relief and 


Aſſiſtance to the Injured and Oppreſſed. I 


was Eyes unto the Blind, and Feet was J to 
the Lame : I was a Pather to. the Poor, and 
the Cauſe, which, I knaw not, I ſearched outs-= 
Every Man, according to his Place and Power, 
is both in Juſtice nd Charity. obliged to uſe 
his beft eee, and to lay hold on all 

Opportunities, 
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Opportunities, by all lawful Means, of hel 
ug cem 1e Right char /fuffer Wrong: of 
protecting the Innocent from : Injuries, and 
ſecuring them from the Oppreſſions of Slood- 
thirſly and deceitful Men. It is our Duty 
every one to exert the utmoſt of his Strength 
to deliver the Oppreſſed, and it is extremely 
criminal to be weary, or faint in our Minds, 
for fear of the Oppreſſors, or forbear ro deliver 
thoſe who are ready to be ſlain. That we 
may - ſee more clearly then the Neceſſity of 
this Duty, and be animated to a chearful 
and conſcientious Performance of it, there are 
various Reaſons that deſerve our Attention: 
But thoſe which more eſpecially demand it, 
and which, if we have any Senſe of Religion 
left, will have their Influence upon us, are 
the Command and Example of God himſelf. - 
And Firſt, we have God's poſitive and 
expreſs Command for this Purpoſe.-----It is 
the general and fundamental Law of our Re- 
ligion, the Ground and Baſis of all mo- 
ral Virtue, that how ſhalt lobe thy Neigh- 
bour as thyſelf. And how can we more 
effectually fulfill this ſecond great Command-. 
ment of the Law, than by employing the 
Power God has put into our Hands, of what- 
B 2 ever 
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ever A Kind it be; fo our N eichbour $ Good ; 
for ſecuring his Perſon from Violence, and 
his Property from Fraud and Rapine? 

But beſides the Command of God, we 
have his Example alſo for the Performance of 
this Duty. This the Holy Pſalmiſt has ſet 
clearly before us, to the End that we may 
be Followers of bim herein, as dean Children. 
WVow for the comfortleſs Troubles Sake: of the 
Weedy,. and: becauſe of the deep Sighting of. 
the Poor, I will up, faith the Lord, and will 


. help every one from him that fwelleth againſs 


him, and will. ſet them at Reſt.. And if the 
great God of Heaven. and Earth, he who- 
hath his Drelling ſo high, does yet humble. 
himſelf to behold the fimple that lie in the Duſt, 
and to ift uß the Poor' out of the Mire ; It 
can be no Di ſparagement fire to the Greateſt: 
upon Earth, and it is a Pleaſure. to reflect 
that there are ſome, who think it no Diſ- 
paragement to their Greatneſs, to give At- 
tention to the Welfare of their Brethren, and. 
to hearken to the Complaints of their Fellow 


Subjects: Who by the Influence of. their 


high Examples, and the Weight of their Au- 


thorities, are doing God and their Country 
Service; and. ol whom in Gratitude we there- 
fore 
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05 re needy muſt own, that they have juſtly 
ed the publick Thanks, for the Care 
a i Hains they have been taking for the pub- 
lick & Good. 
de Laws of God have made this Duty of 
univ erſal Extent; all Mankind are concern- 
ed in it: But chey who are the Governours 
of ©-ciety, and are to act with the Auth ority 
ef M. laviſtvates for the Support of it, are 
more e pecially obliged to this Duty, t o be 
EY „lacvers of God herein; becaufe it has pleal⸗ 
ed bun to ſet a peculiar Mark of Honour 
upon Them, in that he has called them by 
his own: Name. I have. ſaid, ſays he by 4 
Mouth of the Royal Prophet; that ye are 
Os _ that ye- are all the Children of the 
; And he ſaid it doubtleſs to in- 
has them in their Duty, and ſhew-them 
the Neceſlity- they are under of imitating 
his Conduct, whoſe Name they bear. 
Theſe magnificent Characters, as they de- 
clare: the Souree from: whence all their Pow- 
er is derived; ſo do they imply the. Purpoſes 
for which it ought to be employed. Nothing 
leſs could be Rede by ſuch honourable 
Appellations, than to point out the Obliga- 
tion they are under to provide for the Proſ- 


perity | 
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perity of the World, and to a our in 
Compliance with the Will of God, and the 
Deſign of their own Appointment, to ren- 
der the Situation of all Perſons as ſecure . 
and comfortable as poſſible, that they may 
enjoy unmoleſted the Fruits of their own 
Induſtry, and lead peaceable and quiet Lives 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. This is the 
original End of Government itſelf, and there- 
fore ought to be the principal Aim of Thoſe, 
who are any way concerned in the Admi- 
niſtration of it: Whatever Share they poſſeſs 
of the publick Authority, was given them 
to employ for the publick Good. And 


when they thus fulfill the Duties of their 
Station, by an impartial and wiſe Diſcharge 


of the- high Truſt that is repoſed in them; 
when with holy 75 they can truly fay, 
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4 I have put on Righteouſmeſe and it cloathed 
1 ane, my Judgment i is as a Robe and a Diadem; 
K then are they in the beſt and nobleſt Senſe 
1 the Miniſters of God, and Children of the 
[1 moſt High : They ky Honour to their Cha- 
4 racter, and are a publick Bleſſing to the 
* Community, whereunto they belong. 

kl | This was the 


1 633 | Second 
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Second T bing 1 proposed to conſider: and 
it is a Thing that ought frequently and ſe- 
riouſly to be conſidered, though it is fo eri- 
dent that it needs not to be proved: It 
ought, I ſay, as evident as it is, frequently 
to be conſidered, and ſometimes to be incul- 
cated upon us; becauſe the Bleſſings that 
are conſtant and familiar, and thoſe which 
therefore we enjoy the moſt, fuch is our In- 
gratitude, we are apt to think of and value 
leaſt, And of this kind is the Bleſſing of 
a well eſtabliſhed Government : We, who 
have the Happineſs of being under i. and 
reap the Fruits of a regular Adminiſtration 
of wiſely enacted Laws, can but with Difh- 
eulty conceive how miſerable the Condition 
of Mankind would be, were there no ſuch 
Laws to keep them withla- Bounds, and are 
therefore generally leſs ſenfible, than we ought 
to be, of the many great Advantages re- 
ſulting from them. But that we may form 
in ſome fort an Idea of the wretched Effects 
of ſuch a Want of Government, the Beha- 
viour of ſome diffolute and dons Per- 
ſons, which we have lately ſeen, and that 
too in a Country where they could not but 
have acted under ſome Awe of civil Juſtice, 


may 
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may ſerve, as, # kind of Specimen, to teach 
us what ſavage Creatures they would be 
without it: What Havock and Devaſtation 


they would make upon the Earth, were they 


ſet wholly free from the Reſtraint of Laws, 
and left to follow the Imaginations of their 
own evil Hearts without Hindrance or Con- 
troul. ANTS 

And would we but ſometimes conſider 
what manifold Inconveniencies all Societies 
muſt feel, where there is either no Govern- 
ment at all, or, which is next to none, an 


ill-eſtabliſhed or an ill-adminiſtred one; the 


Conſideration: certainly would be. uſeful, to 
give us a proper Senſe and Reliſh of the 
Bleſſings we ourſelves enjoy under one of the 
beſt regulated Governments in the World: 
A Government adorned with all the Advan- 
tages, which human Frailty will allow us to 
expect, and which the very meaneſt of it's Sub- 


jects enjoy in common with thoſe who are in 


the higheſt Stations. We are all in our pro- 
ortion Partakers of theſe Benefits, and there- 
5 all have Reaſon to thank God, the boun- 
tiful Giver of them, and to pay with due 
ſubmiſſion what I propoſed as thje 
Laſt 
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Loft Thing to be Seen a proper 
| Regard and Reverence to thoſe, by whom 


as the Inftruments of his Goodneſs he confers 


theſe Benefits upon us. Nature itſelf. in- 
ſtructs us that they, who diſcharge the diffi- 
cult Functions of a State with Wiſdom and 
Integrity, ſhould be highly eſteemed and 
honoured for their Work's Sake. Which 
natural Inſtruction of undepraved Reaſon 
we alſo find among the poſitive Precepts of 
Revealed Religion: For by the ſame Autho- 

rity that forbids us to ſpeak Evil of the 
Rulers of the People, we are enjoined like- 
wiſe to give Honour to whom Honour is 
due. This common and eaſy Tribute then, 


which all Men are capable of paying, they 
have a natural and juſt Right to demand of 


KK» 


all; a Right founded upon the Principles of 


Reaſon, and ratified by Religion : and there- 
fore to defraud them of any Part of ſo a 
proved a Claim, is to tranſgreſs the Bounds 
both of Decency and Duty. © 
There is nothing the World is more gene- 
rally agreed in, than the Neceſſity of Govern- 
ment to obtain the Ends of Society. It was 
the Deſire of mutual Preſervation and De- 


fence, of Protection againſt Wrong and Rob- 


0 bery, 


bery, and thi Ghote Poſſeſſion of their private 
Properties, that Was the firſt Inducement to 
Mankind toi unite themſelves. together in diſ- 
tinct Societies: that they might fit every 
Man in Quietneſs under their own Vine, and 
enjoy ſafely the Fruits of their own Labour, 
But theſe; as all other Bleſſings and. Benefits, 
are the Gifts of God; and: Cabs, the 
Miniſters appointed by him, through whom 
he derives thoſe Bleſſings an Benefits to the 
World : So that the Peace and Proſperity of 
Nations is owing principally, under God, to 
the wiſe Care and Conduct of their Rulers, 
and the prudent Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment therein. Without this, all thoſe into- 
lerable Miſchiefs muff enſue, Which Men's 
unreſtrained Appetites and Paſſions would 
produce, and which unavoidably break 
the Bands, and are the ſure Deſtruction of 
all Societies. 

It is not * be expetied dur al the badi 
. of any Community ſhould univerſally 
agree, as to the exact Bounds and Extent of 
Civil Power, any more than it is, that all 
the different Communities throughout the 
World ſhould purſue the ſame Syſtem, and 
frame their Governments upon the fame 
| Plan : 
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Plan: But without a due Regard and Reve- 
rence paid to thoſe Perſons, who are entruſt- 
ed with the Management of publick Affairs, 
and a dutiful Submiſſion to their legal Au- 
thority, the beſt contrived Conſtitutions in 
the World could not anſwer the Ends of their 
Eſtabliſhment, nor could any of the Purpoſes 
of Life be efieetually ſerved by them. But 
farther, 

Every high Place of Truſt and Power has 
it's Burthens, as well as - Honours, that are 
inſeparable from it; and the Magiſtrate of 
Juſtice, from the very Nature of 2 Office, 
muſt have his Arif He cannot in the 
Courſe of Things but incur great Enmity, 
and provoke all the Outrage and 2171 85h 
of evil Doers, if he be reſolute in 


ing faithfully the Duty of his Station, Tand 


endeavouring, as that Duty obliges him, zo 
break the Jaws 


of the Wicked, and pluck be 
Spoil out of his Teeth. One would think 
then - that a Senſe of Gratitude ſhould inſpire 


every generous Mind with an Eſteem and Re- 


verence for thoſe who bear the Weight of ſo 


1mportant an yment, as the Adminiftra- 
tion of publick Juſtice, and the Execution of 


the Laws of a Kingdom. And it appears 
2 indeed 
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;ndecd to have beth. the Wiſdom: of all Na- 
tions to treat their Characters with the moſk 
particular Regard: For from hence, tis pro- 
bable, aroſe the Practice, now in univerſal 
Uſe, of appropriating to Magiſtrates external 
Marks of Splendour and Diſtinction; that 
by the Diſtance naturally created, in the 
Minds of the People, by the nel En- 
ſigns of Dignity annexed to their Office, the 
Reverence due to their Perſons might be pro- 
perly preſerved, and their Authority there- 


by maintained and upheld.—-But leſt this 


ſhould fail of it's Effect, and the Principle 
of Gratitude not have Force ſufficient to ſe- 


cure the Practice of this Duty, the Holy 


Scriptures have bound it upon us by all poſ- 


ſible Obligations. 
There are no Duties that our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour in the Inſtitution of his Laws had a 


greater Regard. to, than thoſe which ariſe 


from Civil Society, and tend to make us 
uſeful Members of the Community to which 
we belong. Accordingly as he laid the beſt 
Foundation for ſuch a general Practice of Truth 


and Juſtice, as, if duly followed, would ſe- 


cure effectually the Properties of private Per- 


ſons; ſo he was particularly careful to ſave 


the 


. 
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this Rig hts of Princes, and recommended in the 
| rene Terms that Obedience which 'i is due 
to thoſe, whom the Laws have appointed 
Rulers in every Nation. And altho', when 
the eus maliciouſly accuſed him of Treaſon 
againſt the State, and impeached him before 
Pilate as an Enemy to Cz/ar for declaring 
himſelf a King, he does not deny that he was 
a King, becauſe, as he tells us, it was for this 
End he was born, that he might bear Wit- 
neſs to that Truth ; yet to ſhew that he had 
no evil Deſigns againſt the Perſon of Cæſar, 


nor any Intention of interfering either with 


his, or any human Government whatſoever, 
he exprelsly aſſerts that his Kingdom was not 
of this World. And again, that the Rulers 
of the World might have no reaſonable 
Grounds of Prejudice, no Enmity againſt Him 
or his Religion, through any Kae hs 
of Danger from them to their reſpective Go- 
vernments, he enjoins it as an indiſpenſable 
Duty upon all his Followers, to render unto 
Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar's, as well as 


into God the Things that are God 6. They, 


indeed, who are inveſted with the fupreme 
Authority, and act as God's immediate Vice- 
gerents in the World, are the Perſons, in 


reſpect 
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cieties ſubſiſt, have both by their Precept and 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans, ſpeak- 
ject to the higber Powers : And deduces our 
Obligation to 5 ha Duty from theſe two Con- 


For there is no Power, he tells us, 642 of my 3 
the Powers in being are ordained of him: 


indiſpenſable Duty of all Subjects to obey ; 


——_ 
——_—— = —_— - _—_ 
- 


reſpect of wha this In seen was . 
larly given, but it may very fairly be extend- 
ed likewiſe, under due Reſtrictions, to all 
that are commiſſioned under it, and have any 
Share of that Authority delegated to them. 

Such then is the Doctrine of the Chriſtian 
Religion, as taught by the great Author and 
Founder of it, Jeſus Cbriſt himſelf. And 
his Apoſtles, who: fallowed him in tha uniform 
Practice of all thoſe Virtues, by which So- 


Example taught us the ſame Thing, —— 


ing of a Chriſtian's Duty to the Civil Ma- 
giltrate, commands that every Soul be ſub- 


ſiderations. Firſt, that it is the Will of God: 


muſt therefore, as he then 22 be = 


becauſe if they re 7 they reſiſt the 78 
of God. The = Conſideration is taken 
from the general Deſign of Government, 
which ſhews it to be our Intereſt, as 

well 


.. 4 
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well as Duty, to be obedient Subjects: that 

e is the Miniſler of Gad to us for Good; 
and that therefore in regard to ourſelves we 
ſhould fubmit to his Authority, not only for 
M ratb, but alſo for Conſcience Sale; as being 
truely ſenſible of the Advantages of Govern- 
ment, that it is the Ordinance of God, for 
the Good of Mankind. And as an Explica- 
tion of this Duty of Subjection to the high- 
er Powers, and to teach us the Extent of our 
Obedience to it, St. Peter requires our Submiſ- 
fion, not only to the fupreme Magiſtrate him- 
ſelf, but alſo to all, in their Degree and Pro- 
portion, who are inveſted with publick Au- 
thority : Submit yourſelves, ſays he, to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake, whe- 
ther it be to the King as Supreme, or unto 
Governours, as unto them that are ſent by him, 
for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well. oe 

No thefe Scriptures, as they inſtruct us 
in our Behaviour towards the Perſons of Ma- 
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giſtrates, ſo do they teach us likewiſe the 
great Expediency and Uſefulneſs of Magiſ- 
tracy itſelf, and ſhew us the Grounds and 
Reaſons of its Inſtitution: They inform us 
that Magiſtrates were appointed to be the 
| Tr Guardians 


Sword of Juſtice: put into their Hands for 
this very Purpoſe, to execute Wrath upon him 
that doth Evil, And it is a melancholy 


Truth, which I can only publiſh and lament, 


that never was the Vigilance and Courage 


of the Civil Magiſtrate more neceflary, than 
in theſe evil Days into which we are fallen : 
when, to ſay nothing of the private Vices 
that abound. amongſt us, an almoſt general 
Licentiouſneſs is practiſed throughout the 
Kingdom, againſt. both the common Reaſon 
and the common Intereſt of Mankind, and 
in defiance of all Authority, whether ſacred 
or civil. F. | . | 
This is the unavoidable Conſequence of 
that Contempt of Religion, which is ſo pre- 
valent in this degenerate Age. Men have 
been ſo accuſtoming themſelves to look with 
Scorn upon every thing relating to it, that 
ſcarce any Appearance of the Reverence due 
to the Supreme- Being is preſerved amongſt 
us. They deride the very Notion of a wiſe 
and good God, that made and governs all 
Things; and in Conlequence treat the Duty 
of attending upon-his Worſhip, as at beſt but 


a Matter. of great Indifference, whether it be 


obſerved, 
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obſerved, or no. How much che wen 
and Example of ſome of high Rank and Con- 
dition in the World have LT to. the 
Propagation of theſe pernicious Notions, will 
beſt be left to their Conſideration, in hof 
Power it is to ſtop it: But however that may 
be, this every Body ſees ; that this contemp- 
tuous Impiety is got to a prodigious' Height, 
and has overſpread, in an'uncommon Man- 
ner, all ſorts of People. And when this i; 
the Caſe, when the Subjects of any King 
dom have thrown off all Regard to God, {o 
as to be kept no longer within the Bounds 
of Duty by the Fear of divine Juſtice, what 
is there left that can procure their Obedience 
to earthly Rulers, or hinder them from wall- 
ing every one in the evil Imagination f their 
own Hearts, from doing Evil, and that con- 
tinually ? Take away Religion, and the Ob- 
Mt which it lays upon us to Obedience, 
and all human Authority muſt fall to the 
Ground. This is ſo apparently true, that it 
has been the conſtant Practice of the wiſeſt 
Politicians in all Ages, to uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to preſerve Religion, as judging 
it to be the only Thing that could preſerve 
Them. And their Judgment was well ground- 
ed: For when « once Religion has loſt it's In- 
D fluence 
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PR upon the Minds of Men, and they 
are come to have no Fear of God before their 
Eyes, what can prevent them, upon this Sup- 
9 from endea vouring to get looſe 
from the Reſtraints of Government, and, 
whenever tliey can do it ſafely, throwing off 
their Allegiance to thoſe whom they Favs 
no Mind ſhould be Rulers over them? 

The Rights of Princes muſt, in different 
Nations, be as different as the: Laws them- 
ſelves are, upon which they are founded: 
But be they what they will, the Claim they 
have to them is of divine Original, and de- 
rived ultimately from Him, who is the Go- 
vernour among the ations ; who ruleth in 
the Kingdom of Men, and giverb it to whom- 
foever he will. As long therefore as Men 
retain in their Minds ſuch} a Senſe of God, 
as diſpoſes them to give Him his Right, they 
will probably not fait of giving Cz/ar his: 
But whenever it happens that the divine 
Authority is diſregarded, and God himſelf, 
and his Laws neglected, it cannot be any 
Wonder that the Commands of Men ſhould 
be lightly eſteemed. Theſe looſe and irreli- 
gious Notions then we may fairly fix upon, as 
one principal Cauſe of that Depravity of 
Manners, which ſo thrives and ſpreads amongſi 

| us. : 
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us: mY having firſt by their Influence been 
diveſted of — Fear of God, we are come 
at length to have no Regard for Man. Pre- 
ſumptuous are we, and ſelf-willed, and, like 
that: profligate and abandoned People deſerib- 
ed by the Apoſtle, we deſpiſe Dominious, and 
are not afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities. 
What will be the Iſſue of this growing Evil, 
or where the End of theſe Things will be, 
God only knows, who is the Diſpoſer of all 
Events: That ſome Care ſhould * taken to 
ſtop it's Progreſs, a prudential Concern for 
our own Safety, had we no other Induce- 
ments, renders abſolutely - neceſſary. But 
there are Motives of a higher Nature; the 
d we have for our Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties, ſhould excite us to it; as an ef- 
fectual Means to promote the Glory of God, 
and to ſecure the Peace of the Kingdom.--- 
And happy is it for us, that we have ſome 
illuſtrious Inſtances of Perſons, who have 
Concern enough for both, to engage in their 
Behalf : and to give us Hopes however, that 
by this their ſeaſonable Zeal in doing Juſtice 
and Fudgment, they may be able, with the 
Bleſſing of Almighty God, if not to correct 
all the Abuſes of theſe daring and outrage- 
ous People, at leaſt to give a Check to their 
Inſolence, 
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Which the v 
him an un 
may reffrain ent fh enormous Practices, as 


Aniöbenosz f and keep them Within modeſt 
-Bounds:s that thoſe, who wall not be per- 
twaded: by the Merey of n indulgent Sove- 

Teign, 


to pay him willingly that Submiſſion 
Deſign of - Government gives 
ted Ri dhe to, a juſt Severity 


bring” Diſgrace antl- Danger to- Government 
itſelf. | 
Let us. then tratnbly-requeſt-of God, that, | 
as che Has how begun to make us happy, by 
ſettling us inla State of Pœate, and putting 
away all- Fear of Danger from our: Enemies 
abroad, he would go on to the Completion 
f it, by repreſſing our: -Diſorders at Home. 
That ſo vg; who are bleſſed wit a wiſe and 
avell«conftituted Government, adminiſtred b 
a mild and moſt gracious Prince, may teſti 
Our - Senſe. and: Worthineſs of ſo great a Bleſ- 
, by-diving peaccably-and quietly) under it: 
*Phat cd the Fervency- of our Prayers we may 
add: our. E ndeavours likewiſe to preſerve an 
Eſtabliſhment, which is-the only Means, un- 
der God, of preſerving us: Andi in a Word, 
which is the common Dictate both oſ Rea fon 
:and Religion, that all, who ſhare in the Be- 
nefits, en in the Duties of an r 
People, _ "I 5 8 
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